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January 3 1 l r XTT 



Mr. Michael Kiornan 

Scout: Executive 

Old Colony Council, Ko. 249 

FEKSOUAI- AND COU?IDE:TTIAI. JTCT : Richard 2* Gardner 



Dear itike : 

2hank you for the detailed inr onnarior* sent conc^rr.inq the above Scouter. 
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now or. our permanent 
Confidential Tile. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Hrr^t , Director 
Registration Service 

eko 

cc: nortneast region 
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August 10, 1938 



Kr. Myron U* Trust 

Director 
Old Colony Council, t.'o. 2«+i ! 



pjsaso*;*!, j&d confidential rickm^ i: gard^^ 



Dear Kyrcr.; 

Thi* is in response to your letter of August 1, as veil as our ::r.cr.a 
conversation of kuguct ?, concerning the above narked ir»diviauai. We certainly 
think we have adequate information for piscine hin or. the Coaf itlfenti&l Files 
and refusing registration at any tine in th*s future. 

I an enclosing a Confidential record Sheet, which X would like to have 
completed* 'This will give us ail the personal infornation necessary Tor 
identification in the future • A cojjv c:T a paper or application with ?:is 
signature would also aid in the iier.tiiic^tior. process 

Pleaaa give us the fir;ai outcome of the present leu-al action if you are ahie 
to secure this- This would then close our file rind give us the complete 
info relation* 

Sincerely , 



Paul Krnst, Diractor 
Registration Service 

pea 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Michael Kiernan, Scout Executive, Council tic. 2 19 
Northeast Region 
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Old Colony 

CONFIDENTIAL Council 



Boy Scouts of America 




Boy Scouts of America 

Resist rat ion & Subscript i on Service 
Attn: Mr. Paul Ernst 



I rvi ng , Texas 750 1 5-2079 
August 1 , 1983 
Dear Paul , 

The attached photocopies of the BOSTOT^iERAL^date^August 1, 
1988 identify Richard E. Gardner of ^^S^ SSS^ SSSSS^^ , Ueymouth 
MA. as a child kidnapper and rape suspect . 

The HERALD story refers to Richard Gardner's association with 
Scouting in the past. Our records here indicate that Gardner 
was a Cub Scout prior to June of 1978 when he crossed over to 
Boy Scout Troop # 2 in Weymouth. He remained active in this 
troop along with a brother, ppfroa^JLj^^^f,^SfciiAJ until the unit 
rechartered in January of 1985. Richard is listed on the Troop 
Charter as having received his Eagle Scout Award and records 
also show that he earned the God and Country Award. His date of 
birth is October, 1966. . No further information is on file about 
this man. 

Our records indicate that he is not registered at this time as a 
Sc outer i n the counc i i . He was not registered as an adult 
Scouter in Troop 2 Weymouth at any time. I believe that he has 
not been registered in any adult capasity ever. 

As he is not now involved in Scouting, there is no need for us 
to take action regarding his status. I believe that this 
information should be kept on file for future use. 

Sincerely, 

Myron H. Rust 
Field Di rect or 

cc: Michael Kiernan, Scout Executive 
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WATS CALL FORM 

CALL BACK REQUESTED 
COUNCIL # ^jU^ PHONE NO: 

CALLER: (fo^^ _ v $7 . . \~r" . - POSITION: 



TYPE OF PROBLEM 

REGISTRATION VETERANS EXPLORING 

SCOUTING BOYS' LIFE 

UNIT # OIST. # EXP. DATE TRANSMITTAL # FILM # 

; <^-sv 



<^k__rz. 

— — X * M 



R/S-433 
3/13/86- 



clf-567r 




NAME 
OATE ^ 



TIME 
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NARRAGANSETT COUNCIL 

!546) 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



August 9, 1988 



Mr. Paul I. Ernst, Registration 
National Office, BSA 




Irving, TX 75015-2079 
Dear Paul: 

Attached to my letter is a copy of a front-page 
article from the Sunday Providence Journal dated 
August 7th, 1988* 

The article is a complete article regarding life 
and times of Richard Gardner from Weymouth, Massa- 
chusetts* While Weymouth, Massachusetts, is 
not in Narragansett Council nor was Richard a 
Scout here, the newspaper article prompts me 
to send you a copy for your files. 

If there is any additional information that I 
can give you, please let me know. 

Ve^ry truly yours, 

/ 



VINCENT N. BORRELLI 
Scout Executive 

cc: Rudy Flythe 
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From Eagle Scout to suspected molester 



Richard Gardner 
seen as outcast 
whose problems 
'just boiled over' 

By ELIZABETH RAU 

Journal ~*'\\t* Writer 

WEYMOUTH, Mass. — Richard 
E. Gardner was an Eagle Scout who 
marched In a fife and drum corps, 
earned good grades In high school and 
painted his Congregational Church as 
a Scout project. 

But he also was a neighborhood 
outcast, taunted by his peers, who spat 
on him and called him "Gizzard" and 
"The Ditch." 

As a teenager with lew friends his 
age. Gardner began reaching out to 
young boys for companionship, often 
dfttutoing \\\t '\i parents. 

Ultimately, his world collapsed. 

Last November, he pleaded guilty 
to kidnapping and sexually mo Jest frig 
a 12-year-old boy In Hlngham, Mass- 
Gardner's mother. Sylvia, says 
Gardner later tried to commit suicide, 
but then sought counseling to 
overcome his problems. 

She thought he had straightened 
himself out. 

But, according to police, Gardner's 
problems didn't go away. They 
deepened. 

On July 30. Gardner, 51, was 
charged with kidnapping two young 
'tthr«'.t> toys and molesting one of 
them. Within a few days, he was 
charged with an earlier kidnapping In 
Providence and an attempted 
kidnapping in BefUngham, Mass., and 
ordered held without bail at the Adult 
Correctional Institutions in Cranston. 
And police throughout New England 
began catling Warwick detectives, 
asking about unsolved abductions in 
their own communities. 

"U caught me off guard." said his 
mother. "It caught the counselors off 
guard. No r>ne expected It." 

Turn to GARDNER, fagc A- 10 




— Jounwt-Bulkttn Photos t»y RACHEL RITCHIE 

" RICHARD GARDNER, third from right, ran track for Weymouth North High School, but ha was redusi ve and 
never joined peers in games in the Jdtewood neighborhood where he lived in this hou.se, below. * 




'(Richard Gardner) never - 
gave me a hard time. He 
was a loner. He's one of the 
kids you'd look through 
your yearbook and say, 
"Who's that?"; 

JO! IN LOTTI 
Juvenile officer. 



Unknown traits help some men avoid victim-offender cycle 



By TONY DEPAUL 

J™rn»l-8ulIfHfi Staff Writer 

Stuart was 3 years old when his mother became 
III. The state placed him In a foster home, where he 
was molested hy the man In the house. lie was 
molested again by his mother's boyfriend when he 
was reunited wfih her at age 5. 

He was 40 before he had any conscious memory 



of what had happened. His subconscious memory 
came to the surface one night as he and his wife 
watched a television movie about child abuse. 

On the screen, a little girl was standing st the top 
of s flight of stairs. Stuart was Jarred by a mentaJ 
picture of another set of stairs, familiar to him many 
years before. But Instead of a little girl, it was a little 
boy standing at the top. 



"I freaked out." he said. "My wife Is sitting there 
as Pm crying, and f said. 'I know! I know what's 
going to happen, God damn M!' And In the next scene, 
the family friend followed the girl upstairs and 
assaulted her." 

What his mother's boyfriend had done to him 
suddenly became clear. 

Turn to GROUP, Page A-if) 
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